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| Fifteen weſtions Propoſed to, and Anſwer d by Mr, Robert 
Howlon "Kota of Arts, and Miniſter of Gods Word in 


indega _ were the worſt, Mat. 23. from the 13th v. and the Publi- 
cans ( who 


rates between them, according to the Philofophical Maxim, Ignis (e- 
nerat Heterogengah, & congregat Homogenea, , 


(2) , 

4 2. Whether ſecular force and compulſion in things of Di- 
* vine and Supernatural Revelation, be the way of Chriſt to com- 
eat his Church, or whether his People be not a willing People 

m the days of his Power. 11 Pſalm. 3. v. 

' 5 0. Whether any one can be compell'd by ſecular force or 
compulſion, to perforrg any one Religious duty acceptably, fince 
God accepts not of aty, bur what is volugrary and of Faith, 
, which cannot be forc'd and of what ule then is ſecular force and 
compulſion in Religion, but to make Men. Sin or Suffer, and. as 
for thoſe words uſually urged out of that. Parable : go.forth-and 
compel them to come in, 14. Lute 23. 1 pray Sir conſider they 
| that were invited and {lighted this kindneſs ſhown, where they 
were compell'd : And thoſe that it is ſaid they ſhould compel, 
ſhow that they refuſed : And pray deal ingenioufly, and tell me 
whether that compulſion was any other than by ſetting before 
them the benefits offered, and fo compelling them by force of Ar- 
ment. 
; L 4 and 5 A, Though: ſecylar force and compulſion do not perſwade 
** Mens minds, or perfett Chriſts Church , yet it doth and may bring 
* Men unto thoſe Goſpel and Spiritual means ( which by the afilance of 
| the Spirit) may effettually perſwade and ſave. School Boys are whipt 
. - bo School, and yet for all that many of them do love their buſineſs and 
Like there books, and have cauſe to bleſs. God they ever were fore d and 
 compelF'd: when 1 was in my Touthful Age, fear of Puniſhment did 
force me to thoſe Ordinances, in which 1 found and felt much good , 
and for which 1 ſhall have cauſe to be eternally thankful; and 1 do 
| more than beliete that many have (by force off Eccleſiaſtical cenſures) 
F been brought to a Communion with our Church, in which. they have 
| axperienced much of Gods grace and goodneſs, and for nbich they are 
now magnifring his Name and Spirit. 

6 2: Whether Chriſts Rule to his Diſciples under the Goſpel, 
| be gora Spiritual Power, and whether to uſe the Temporal Sword. 
in Religious matters, be not to make the Weapons of the Goſpel 
| not mighty through God, according to that in 2 Cor, 10. 3, 4, 5. 
But mighty through the Majeſtrates Power , and to arm the 
Church with Weapons, Chriſt never gave her, and to make her. 
rather a Military, than a Spiritual Society, q 
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(3). 
E, 2. Whether.to-ſay the Spiritugl, Power, Chai(k 
the 


tughPox TN ven bo 
urch, for the right ordering and govermzng.rhereat,, is not 
ſafficient, for that end, without: the aid and afliſtancegt Secular 
Power be not to Blaſpheme. og S 


Can 7 A. Ynder the Geſ ethe Spiritual Rules, of chrif , is to 6G : 


% 4 


vern his Church by his Spirit. and word, and the. only weapons of 7 

Church are Prayers and Te od not Guns ph prcyh , forges 
moſt | agree uſed by the Diſſenters from our Church \to the great 
ſcandal of Religion) in the late Bloody Tragedy of our National aud 
Civil war, which ended in the moſt barbaroug: Catafrophy; viz. the 
ſpilling of the beſt Blood that eter circled in meer frnent Vets. At 
to the Temporal Sword yob ſpake off, at worſt *tis but a Rod of Church 
Diſcipline, ſuch as the Apoſtle taught and order'd to be n{ed. 1 Cor, 
F. 5.C.4.21.V. Aud that ndt in oppoſition to the great Law and Kult 
of the Spirit, in things.Spiritual and B(ſential to Salvation, but in 


great Swbordination t6 that Law, and to.that Radeo - 3: nl, Pets 

If the Spirit of God under Goſpel: diſpenſations,work upon Mens 
Hearts and Conſciences by the outward means of Prayer, hearing the 
word Preached and Sacraments (45 you will certainly. own) why then 
that Law and Power, that enjoyns and comman4s attendance in theſe, 
i in ſubordination to the Law of the Spirit, and is both liwful and ne- 
ceſſary, eſpecially if you do but conſider, the Atheiſm and Profane- 
neſs, as well as the Faftion and Giddineſs of the Aze ; ſo that not to 
uſe this Power, in ſuch an Age would be in (ome ſence to Blaſpheme. 
the Legiſlative and Executive Power of Chriſt in his Church, 

8 2. Whether to force and compell Men in the Worſhip and 
Service of God, to a againſt their lights and judgments. be nor: 
a-Spiritual Rape upon their Conlciences, s 

8 A, The Spiritual Rape you talk of is committed by your ſelves,upon- 
your own underſtandings, who deny to hear Chriſtian light and liberty 
ſo plainly preach'd and proved, that wholly removes all occaſion of that. 
force you ſpake of, to all candid and unprejudiced Heavers. 

9 2. Whether it be not the duty of all Chriftians ta walk to- 
ether,ſo far as they have attained, and. in other things wait the 
evelation of the mind of God,toThem that differ 2h1/. 2.15.16. 

9 A. It i undoubtedly the duty of all Chriſtians, having attained 

the knowledze of the Goſpel, to walk together in Goſpel Communion, 
not to make Schiſms aud Separations Ro, 16, 17, Heb. 10, 25.4 


C409) | 
| 4nd th that Scripture you ſpakeof in Phil, 2. 15. 16. it ic altogether 
alien to your purpoſe. R 

"RO. erinthoſe duties whereon Eternity depends, it 
| be not the higheft 


-who ar not Infallible. 


- tobe guided by oticfs Inf | | 
"0 A, 1t s rather the higheft 4bſaritity in the told, fey any Man 
" to the great concern of Eternity, "10 traff' to his own light, eſpeciatty 
_ whth Fs | ; k to be guided by, viz, the Scriptarts 


e hath an Infallible Us 
Preach ad Explained, Read Iaiah 8. 17.18, 19. 20. 


me 1 ©: Whether'it be not moſt pare ways iQ oy Ln of 
roity, to tye Men by temporal Penalty to fallible guides, 
o Nord of follow may be their Eternal Ruin, to forſake hes tem: 


ral tuin. _ 
11 A. 1 deny the (appoſition, Our Church doth not tye Men ( «4 you 

* ſuppoſe) to any fallible Guide, 'but only to" tbe Mfallible Spirit and 
"wy which guideth : "and tothe Church which is guided according to 
” tr. | 
* 12.2. Whether are they who ſeparate, or who gives the cauſe 
of Separation the Schiſmaticks. 
* 12 A. They who give the cauſe of ſeparation are the greateſt ſepa- 
ratiſts, but ſuch « ſeparate when and where there's no cauſe given 
art as great as the greateſt ſeparatiſt ani altogether untxcuſable, 

'13.2. Whether they who ia the Exerciſe of Church Diſci- 
* pline, never leave calling on the Civil Majeſtrate, to affiſt him 
- With his ſecular Force, do not herein give an evident ſign and to- 
ken, that all'trye Miniſterial and Spiritual Power is dead igthem, 
" 13. A. 1know nd fuch Wen now, as thoſe youu ſpeak of ; but 1 have 
heard, and read, of thoſe who in the late ways : have ( in their Pul- 
pits with a Stentorian clamour). called to come to the help Fd the Lord 
againſt the Mighty ; meaning, the' King and Church , who 1 ſuppiſe 
were Miniſters of the Alt hirs Complex4on. | 
-/ . 14.9. Whether hace. Offences will come, it be not every ones' 
\- concern to be. more than. ordinarily careful, he involves not- him- 
| felf inthedreadſul Woe pronounced againſt thoſe by whom'they 
come, Mat. 13.7. 


» Offence to lawful Gd 


Vernours and Government: 
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abſurdity to force there own light, 


"" 14 A. woebe to them, who by their Obſtinacy and Diſobedience give 


hh, "—_ 


'® 
A 


. Perſons candidly to reaſon things with you, and ſaid if any one ſaw you 


Whether God would giye ſuch Supplic Supports 

3' etNer would, ge iuch Su - ang 

us he Da to Theh 5 wer Members of Ny 

42. Whetherit be 
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(5) 
in bis Members, diſpoili ahem inefirie Goods; Trhilbailty' of x 
their Perſons, and'thac for their faithful 2dhedng to rhe plamatid 
yndoubted:commands of their Heavenly:Soverzign will b- 
teriat thegreat- Day of acconnt; then theſewhom Chri WF 1 
hath told-us, ſhall'be- then Rejected for mn me, vis Poor + 
Members, when-in- wants, it» ſickrnels;' or in/ any other” Adverſi- * 
ties, Mat. 25+ 44. 42+ 43+ 2 8 MOTICELATYS FS 

15. A. 1Idenyyour Hipotheſis ; and 1d affirm that there is 6 ſuch 
Perſecution a5 you ſuppoſe, if there 8 any thing like Perſetation at this 
timt among us, it is that of -tht tongye, ſhoving bitter and ſharp Ar- 
7ows againſt SER painful cenforming Miniſters 5 who by fl, and 
love, and labour, would convince and perſuade Gain ſayers to'God and 
his Church, and would uſe no other means, 

Sir, You did lately in an earneſt manner in your Sermon intreat 


in an error, they ſhould give you warning, and not ſuffer you to go 

on in fin, wherefore pray accept of this in Love, and conſider it welt 
for it is imtended for your good,” and dine without any RefletFion or e- *- 
vil thought of the preſent Government according to that in Tim, 2, 1, 
2.V. 4nd 1 Pet. 2. 17. 1 Say God ſave the King, Amen. 

A. The laſtpart of your laſt Queſtion 1 own,and ſhould be glad to know 
your name and the place of your abode, that 1 may recerve if poſſible 
ſome greater ſatisfattion from your Perſon then 1 have from your Paper, 

In the mean time, pray Sir if theſe following Queſtions may find you, 
be pleaſed to return your Anſpet. V* | 

1 0. Whether the Church of EZxg/ax as eſtabliſhd by Law, 
be a Lawful Church, and if youthink this be a Noli me tangere. - 
Pray then, ; 

2 0, Were not the Martyrs in Queen Marys days, Members 
of this Church; and had not thoſe Martyrs great Supplies and © 
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